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Editorial
Natalia 32 appears at a time when the affairs of the Natal Society are in a state of flux. 
Negotiations are far advanced for the transfer of the Library from the custodianship of 
the Society to that of the Umsunduzi Municipality. This will bring the Pietermaritzburg 
public library into line with similar amenities elsewhere in the country and, given that 
the funding granted to the Society by the province and the city has become wholly 
inadequate in recent years, it is perhaps just as well that local government should now 
take direct responsibility for this service to the community. The Natal Society Trust, 
however, is independent of the Natal Society Library, and it will continue to fund the 
publication of Natalia into the future.

An immediate concern of those who have known and valued the Natal Society 
Library will be the fate of the special collections. David Buckley, who retired from the 
library a year ago, has provided a reassuring note on that subject. This will be found 
amongst our usual ‘Notes and Queries’.

As our reprinted article we have a selection from John William Colenso’s account 
of his impressions of Natal when he visited the colony to assess the needs of the new 
Anglican diocese to which he had been appointed as its first bishop. As our previously 
unpublished piece we have a set of letters written by Frank Colenso, second son of the 
Bishop, describing some of his experiences when on a visit to his sisters at Bishopstowe 
in 1900. John Deane provides an introduction to these letters.

We have three major articles in this number. With South Africa having hosted the 
cricket World Cup during the early months of 2003, it is perhaps appropriate that we 
should publish Christopher Merrett’s appraisal of the career of C.B. Llewellyn, the first 
black person to play test cricket for this country. In his ‘Tale of a White Elephant’, J.L. 
McCracken writes of the abortive efforts to provide the colonial governors of Natal with 
a marine residence. For the third article, we are indebted to John Conyngham, editor of 
The Natal Witness, for permission to adapt his article on the death of Hilton schoolboy 
Guy Falcon at the Gordon Falls. Conyngham’s research was prompted by a reference 
to this incident in Jolyon Nuttall’s memoir of the friendship between his father, Neville 
Nuttall, and Alan Paton – an extract from which was published in Natalia 31.

Amongst the obituaries is that of Ronald Brown, former Librarian at the University 
of Natal in Pietermaritzburg and member of the Natal Society Council. His Natal Notes 
and News was the forerunner of Natalia, and he was a member of our editorial board 
before his retirement to England.

We note with regret the resignation from the editorial board of Gavin Whitelaw, 
who has found himself under increasing pressure in his work at the Natal Museum. His 
contributions to the deliberations of the board will be missed, but we can hope that he 
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will continue to keep our readers informed about developments in his specialist field. 
We can anticipate that while the Natal Society Trust will continue to publish Natalia, 
the changes in the governance of the library will have an impact on the production of 
the journal in the years ahead.

MORAY COMRIE
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BASSETT, Stephen Townby. Rock paintings of South Africa. Cape Town: David 
Philip, 2001. 144 p. ISBN 086486 500 7. R279,00

BADSHA, Omar. Imperial ghetto: ways of seeing in a South African city. 
ISBN 0 620 27056–X. R189,00. About Durban’s Grey Street.

BRAIN, Joy B. and DENIS, Philippe, eds. The Catholic Church in contemporary 
Southern Africa. Pietermaritzburg: Cluster publications, 1999. 427 p. illus. 
ISBN 1 875053 18 2. R101,00

BRAIN, Joy B. The Catholic Church in Natal over 150 years. Durban: Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 2002. 147 p. illus., maps. ISBN 0 620 29075 7

COOMES, Anne. African harvest. London:  Monarch Books, 2002. 552 p. 
ISBN 1 85424599 6. R135,00. A history of African Enterprise.

COOVADIA, Imraan. The wedding: a novel. New York: Picador WA, 2001. 
ISBN 0 312 272197. R140,00. Partly set in Durban.

CURLING, Henry. The Curling letters of the Zulu War; edited by Brian Best and 
Adrian Greaves. Barnsley: Leo Cooper, 2001. 158 p. illus., maps. 
ISBN 0 85052 849 6. R290.00. Henry Curling was in the Royal Artillery.

DERWENT, Sue. The very best of KwaZulu-Natal. Cape Town: Struik, 2000. 144 p. 
illus., maps. ISBN 1 86872 415 8. R133,00

ELLIS, Chris. Despatches from the Last Outpost.  Parktown North: Sue McGuinness 
publications, 2000. 52 p. illus. ISBN 0 620 25504 8. R62,00

EZEMVELO KZN WILDLIFE. Kwazulu-Natal: a celebration of biodiversity. 
Johannesburg: Jalana, 2002. ISBN 1 919777 40 17. R145,00

GAMLEY, Anthony M., ed. Denis Hurley: a portrait by friends. Pietermaritzburg: 
Cluster publications, 2001. 183 p. illus. ISBN 1 875053 29 8. R75,00

GREAVES, Adrian. Isandlwana. Johannesburg: Jonathan Ball, 2002. 216 p. 
ISBN 1 868 842 117 1. R254,00

GREAVES, Adrian. Rorke’s Drift. Johannesburg: Jonathan Ball, 2002. 446 p. illus. 
ISBN 1 868 842 126 0. R200,00

GUSH, Reg. Mkhuze, the formative years: the story of Mkhuze game reserve, 
KwaZulu-Natal. Hilton: the Author, 2000. 160 p. illus., map. ISBN 0 620 26553 
1. R87,00

HART Gillian. Disabling globalization: places of power in post-apartheid South 
Africa. Pietermaritzburg: University of Natal press, 2002. 385 p. maps, tables. 
ISBN 1 86914 015 X. R195,00
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HOLLEY, James and TREN, Judy. Boom: an appreciation of Hunt Holley and some 
of his pioneer friends and relations. Pietermaritzburg: the Authors, 2002. 232 p. 
illus., maps, tables. ISBN 0 620 29209 1. R175,00

KHOZA, Makhosi. A cry from the heart:  viewing the past, walking in the present 
and living in the future. Johannesburg: Kairos Publications,  2002. 74 p. 
ISBN 1 919857 35 4. R62,00

KHOZA, Makhosi. Being yourself, representing others: a guide for local government 
councillors in South Africa. Pietermaritzburg: Flame Tree Media, 2001. 130 p. 
illus. ISBN 0 86980 988 1. R52,00

KNIGHT, Ian, ed. The Anglo-Zulu War, 1879. London: Archival publications 
international, 2000. 6 vols. (Archives of Zululand; series ed. John Laband). 
ISBN 1 903008 X. £900,00

KNIGHT, Ian. With his face to the foe: the life and death of the Prince Imperial, 
Zululand 1879. Staplehurst: Spellmount, 2001. 290 p. illus., maps. 
ISBN 1 873376 99 5. £20,00

KOOPMAN, Adrian. Zulu names. Pietermaritzburg: University of Natal press, 2002. 
324 p. illus. ISBN 1 86914 003 6. R160,00

LEVINE, Lou, ed. Hope beyond apartheid:  the Peter Kerchhoff years of PACSA, 
1979–1999. Pietermaritzburg: PACSA, 2002. 242 p. illus. ISBN 0 9584414 6 4.

MARTIN, Julia. Writing home. Plumstead: Carapace Poets, 2002. 45 p. 
ISBN 1 87492 358 2

MEER,  Ismail. A fortunate man. Cape Town: Zebra press, 2002. 287 p. 
ISBN 1 86872 664 9

O’GRADY, John. It’s a vet’s life. Pietermaritzburg: Robin Bamber, 2002. 159 p. 
ISBN 0 620 29561 X. R120,00

PROJECT GATEWAY. I was hungry and you fed me: Project Gateway 10 years on. 
Pietermaritzburg:  Project Gateway, 2002. 47 p. illus. R15,00

SHEMBE, Isaiah. The man of heaven and the beautiful ones of God; tr. and ed. by 
Elizabeth Gunner. Leiden: Boston: Brill, 2002. 245 p. ISBN 90041225426

STEINBERG, Jonny. Midlands. Johannesburg: Jonathan Ball, 2002. 259 p. 
ISBN 1 86842 124 4. R120,00

STEVENSON, Lee. The Rorke’s Drift doctor. Priv. print, 2002. A biography of  army 
surgeon James Henry Reynolds.

THOMPSON, Paul S. An historical atlas of the Zulu rebellion of 1906. 
Pietermaritzburg: the Author, 2001. 73 p. maps. ISBN 0 620 29275. R140,00

WALDHEIM, Justin, ed. Together, standing tall: St Charles College 1875–2002. 
Pietermaritzburg: St Charles’ Board of Governors, 2002. 232 p. 
ISBN 0 620 28860 4. R228,00

WASSERMAN, Johan and KEARNEY, Brian, eds. A warrior’s gateway: Durban 
and the Anglo-Boer War 1899–1902. Pretoria: Protea House, 2002. 416 p. illus., 
maps, diagrs., tables. ISBN 1 919825 85 1

WEINBERG, Paul, ROBBINS, David, and MHLOPE, Gcina. Durban, impressions 
of an African city. Brixton: Porcupine Press, 128p. illus. ISBN 0 6202 8789 6

WIMBUSH, Bev. Midlands mischief: stories from the Natal Midlands. Howick, the 
Author, 2002. 109 p. illus. ISBN 0 620 29081 1. R45,00




